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	Media advisory
	5-11 September, Stockholm, Sweden


Living rivers essential for a living planet, says WWF at World Water Week 2010
Stockholm, Sweden: Leading conservation organization WWF will stress the importance of holistic river basin management during World Water Week 2010. 
“We ask a lot of our rivers. These and other freshwater sources supply our drinking water, make agriculture possible and provide hydropower. They are also home to species we treasure, and those we rely on for food and livelihoods,” said WWF International Freshwater Director Dr. Lifeng Li. “We must meet these demands responsibly. It’s not enough to consider each need separately. We must look at the total picture and manage our freshwater resources accordingly.” 
The current devastating flood in Pakistan is causing untold human suffering. “Our heartfelt sympathies are with the Pakistani people,” said Li. “If anything positive can come from this disaster, we hope it will be a serious effort to rebuild in a sustainable way, using science as a guide to keep people out of harm’s way.” 
Pakistan is also home to the endangered Indus river dolphin. While it is difficult to predict the flood’s effects on the dolphins, it's likely that dolphins will move out of their usual territories. This could pose major problems when water levels fall and dolphins find themselves in areas where there is not sufficient water. WWF expects that when the floods recede there will be an increase in the number of strandings in irrigation canals and is preparing to deal with numerous rescues.
A new report to be released at this year’s World Water Week examines a host of threats faced by endangered river dolphins. WWF’s “River Dolphins & People: Shared Rivers, Shared Future” details the common dependency of humans and river dolphins on rivers, and the common threats when river ecosystems are poorly managed.
“One species of river dolphin, the Yangtze or baiji, is functionally extinct. If we don’t learn from our mistakes, we only compound the tragedy,” said Li. “But we have the know-how to grow crops with less water and fewer chemicals, to catch fish with less harm to other species and to minimize the impacts of dams and transportation. We can take action now to secure the future for river dolphins, and improve our own lives as well.” 
The challenge of climate change makes forward-looking watershed management even more critical. “We can’t assume that what is sustainable today will be sustainable in 10 years, let alone 50,” said John Matthews of WWF-US. Matthews is co-author of “Flowing Forward,” a report for the World Bank on the climate adaptation and sustainable management of freshwater resources to be released in Stockholm.  
WWF will also highlight the importance of international cooperation on water management, as the organization praises Guinea-Bissau for being the first West African nation to ratify the UN Convention on transboundary waters (UN Watercourses Convention). WWF is pushing to have 16 more countries ratify the convention by the close of 2011 so it can enter into force.  
Briefings available on WWF’s field experience

WWF brings to World Water Week experience from project sites around the world that demonstrate how to effectively manage freshwater systems to benefit people and nature. Many of our private sector partners will also be on hand to discuss how partnering with WWF is helping them assess and address potential water-related risks.  
WWF experts will be available to comment on a variety of issues raised during World Water Week. A list of experts attending, their areas of expertise and their contact details can be found below. 
To receive e-mail updates during World Water Week, contact Gretchen Lyons (glyons@wwfint.org), or visit the SIWI press center for more information. 
Currently scheduled events:

Sunday 05.09  
12:45 – 13:45 

Estuaries of Hope: Visions and Best Practices Many estuaries have been heavily modified by human settlement and associated infrastructure. In anticipation of rising sea levels and changing river flows one can expect a lot more interventions. As part of the World Estuary Alliance, WWF is working on sound and sustainable responses, from source to sea. In this session WWF invites experts to react to WWF’s approach and to support cooperation for living estuaries and deltas.

14:00 – 17:30
Maintaining Ecosystems and Related Livelihoods through River Basin Management: Challenges and Solutions
Freshwater wetland ecosystems in many parts of the developing world play a significant role in keeping people out of poverty, supporting their livelihoods and reducing their vulnerability to disaster. This is understood and recognised in the principles of integrated water resources management. However, the realisation of this in river basin management policy, planning and practice remains a considerable challenge. Key challenges and potential solutions to improving integration of ecosystems into river basin management will be examined.
Monday 06.09
15:30 – 17:30

High Level Panel Mr. Ravi Singh, CEO and Secretary General WWF-India, shares perspectives on water quality and solutions from the ground.
15:30 – 18:45
Rewarding Responsible Water Use, Managing Risk  Efforts to address challenging global water issues are handicapped in part by the lack of a universal “water stewardship” program – a program that defines how to develop, manage and use water in a way that enables social and economic development while ensuring environmental sustainability. 

This seminar builds upon last year's event, at which attendees received a brief introduction to the building of a global water stewardship program by the Alliance for Water Stewardship. Attendees will learn about the standing of the AWS’s work and about various avenues for engagement in this work.  

15:30 – 18:45

Water and Climate in Focus: Changing Climate, Shifting Institutions: Building Governance and Capacity In this session, we will focus on climate change as a challenge to the institutional basis for managing water resources across temporal and spatial scales. Policies and management regimes must be regularly “updated” as climate variability alters and mean climate conditions create a moving target for water managers. The management of water resources must be flexible, span multiple possible futures, and focus on risk management. Hence, water governance institutions will have to be able to learn and evolve in pace with the climate.

Tuesday 07.09

9:00 – 12:30 

World Commission on Dams +10: Revisiting the Large Dam Controversy In 2000, the World Commission on Dams (WCD) published Dams and Development: A New Framework for Decision-Making, reporting on the WCD’s experiment in multi-stakeholder dialogue and global governance focused on forging consensus around how to better manage large dams. Ten years later, this session explores the questions: In today’s context of renewed investments in hydropower, climate change, and increased poverty, is the WCD approach still relevant and what does the last decade’s experience tell us about the road ahead?

12:45 – 13:45 

Living Rivers, Living Planet Join WWF for the launch of “River Dolphins & People: Shared Rivers, Shared Future,” with opening remarks by WWF-India CEO Ravi Singh. Then explore new strategies for securing water for people and nature, and discuss how to bring everyone into "water business" through the water stewardship process. WWF will also share the latest water-related findings of our 2010 Living Planet Report and lessons from the field.  

14:00 – 17:30 

Water and Climate in Focus: Post Stockholm and COP 15, What's Next? Toward Mainstreaming Water and Climate Change in COP 16 Negotiations and in Implementation of Adaptation Measures Advocacy efforts to raise the profile of water in the negotiations under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change are gaining increasing support and led to the inclusion of a reference to water in the draft agreement text on adaptation at COP 15. However, water is still a neglected factor in the negotiations; it is thus important that the water community continues to engage in the climate negotiations. 

14:00 – 17:30 

Water Footprint and Public Policy: What Can Governments do to Reduce Humanity's Water Footprint? The water footprint concept provides a basis for assessing the impacts of individuals, communities, goods or services on freshwater systems and formulating strategies to reduce those impacts. The seminar aims to present a thorough overview of the state of play and challenges of the water footprint methodology as a tool to inform public water policy at different geographical scales: global, national, regional, river-basin and local. 

Wednesday 08.09

14:00 – 17:30 

International Year of Biodiversity and Ecosystem Management: Science-Policy Interfaces 2010 is the International Year of Biodiversity, calling to action the recognition of biodiversity values for their own sake, and for their role in maintaining ecosystem function and providing services for people such as water provision, filtration and removal of wastes, and climate regulation. This session will emphasize ways in which increasing the availability of scientific data and tools can enhance appreciation of ecosystem services, identify threats and tipping points, guide prioritization for conservation, and further human welfare and poverty alleviation through better informed policy-making.
Thursday 09.09
12:45 – 13:45 

UN Watercourses Convention – In Force by 2011 This high-level ceremony will bring together a number of stakeholders, with emphasis on the Mediterranean region, to track and celebrate progress in the ratification of the 1997 UN Watercourses Convention toward the target of entry into force by 2011.

14:00 – 17:30

Improving Livelihoods and the Environment in Cotton Production Cotton is one of the most important and widely grown crops in the world. It is an important cash crop for millions of farmers and an economically valuable part of the national economy in many countries. Cotton cultivation is however associated with various negative social and environmental impacts. Inefficient irrigation techniques, poor cultivation practices, and improper use of pesticides and fertilizers threaten the availability of clean water, soil fertility, human health and biodiversity. The seminar will present a joint initiative by businesses and conservation organizations e.g. WWF, IKEA, M&S and BCI to address the negative impacts of cotton farming. 

WWF Reports/Releases for World Water Week 
“River Dolphins & People: Shared Rivers, Shared Future” – WWF (An album of images of the illusive river dolphins can be found at https://photos.panda.org/gpn/external?albumId=3923)
“Flowing Forward: Freshwater ecosystem adaptation to climate change in water resources management and biodiversity conservation” – WWF and The World Bank
“Climate Change Adaptation Tool Kit” – WWF, Wetlands International, Cooperative Programme on Water and Climate.
Contacts and WWF experts available for interview 

Media Contacts: Gretchen Lyons, Manager, Conservation Communications, WWF International, glyons@wwfint.org, +41 79 916 0136
Expertise and interviewees available:

	Name
	Title
	Expertise
	Contact details 

	Dr. Li Lifeng

Head of the WWF delegation to World Water Week
	Director Freshwater, WWF International
	WWF global freshwater work,  water and climate, environmental flows, water footprint, UN watercourses convention, river dolphins, etc. 
	+41 79 787 0654

	Flavia Loures

Lead contact on the WWF UN Watercourses Convention 
	Freshwater Programme Officer

International Water Law and Policy, WWF-US

	Transboundary waters, international and comparative law, international policy, UN Watercourses Convention
	+1 202 640 9055

	Stuart Orr


	Freshwater policy officer, WWF International
	Water footprint, corporate engagement on water issues
	+41 79 398 3312

	Dr. John Matthews


	Freshwater Climate Change Specialist, WWF-US
	Water and climate adaptation
	+1 202 203 8957

	Anna Forslund


	Freshwater officer

WWF-Sweden
	Overall freshwater issues. Environmental flows, river dolphins, sustainable cotton and water management 
	+46 725 004 422

	Ravi Singh
	CEO and Secretary General, WWF-India
	Indus river dolphin, best practices on agriculture and water, pollution control in India
	+91 98103 72632 



	Alexis Morgan 


	Global Water Roundtable Coordinator, WWF-US
	Corporate engagement on water issues, water certification, general freshwater


	+1 202 758 5831

	Joerg Hartmann
	Dams Initiative Leader, WWF
	Hydropower and Dams
	+49 162 291 4438

	Dave Tickner
	Head of Freshwater Programmes, WWF-UK
	Overall freshwater issues, corporate engagement on water issues  
	+44 783 137 2864

	Sergiy Moroz

	WWF European Water Policy Officer 
	European Water Directive, European water policy.
	+33 67 697 7912

	Hammad Naqi Khan
	Director, Programmes, WWF-Pakistan
	Indus river management, flood in Pakistan
	+92 300 846 6690
hnaqi@wwf.org.pk

	Eugenio Barrios
	Head of Freshwater Programme, WWF-Mexico
	Environmental flows, river management, adaptation
	ebarrios@wwfmex.org

	Esther Blom
	Head of Freshwater Programme, WWF-Netherlands
	Estuary Alliance
	+31 62 95 35 904

	Murli Dhar
	WWF-India
	Thirsty crops and water management
	+91 097 1768 5255



	Uzma Khan
	Director of Biodiversity Conservation, WWF-Pakistan
	Indus dolphin
	+92 321 432 3000

	Angela Klauschen
	Freshwater Programme Officer, WWF- Mediterranean Programme Office
	Hydropower in the Mediterranean area
	aklauschen@wwfmedpo.org


About WWF
WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation organizations, with almost 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries. WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption.
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WWF– World Wide Fund For Nature (also known as World Wildlife Fund)

